THE  STRENGTH  OF THE  GOVERNMENT

Kingdom and France asked the Egyptian Government to agree that
Anglo-French forces should move temporarily into key positions at
Port Said, Ismailia and Suez. If there was no such undertaking within
twelve hours British and French forces would intervene. There were
immediate protests from the Opposition and a strongly adverse public
opinion developed outside. That opinion was by no means unanimous,
and indeed if a referendum had been taken the Government might have
had a majority. The adverse opinions were, however, strongly held and
firmly expressed because, as with the Hoare-Laval proposals, the
Government's action raised questions of right and wrong. Equally
important was an almost unanimous adverse opinion in the United
States, Canada, India, Pakistan, Ceylon and indeed the United Nations.
In the Security Council a resolution was carried against Britain and
France (as well as Israel) but was defeated by reason of the British and
French veto. In the House of Commons the Government was again
attacked on 31 October, and on the following day a vote of censure was
moved but defeated by 320 votes to 257. On the same day the General
Assembly of the United Nations met and defeated by 62 votes to 2
(Britain and France) a motion challenging the Assembly's jurisdiction
and adopted by 64 votes to 5 (Australia, France, Israel, New Zealand
and the United Kingdom) a motion for an immediate cease-fire. An
emergency session of the House of Commons was summoned for
Saturday, 3 November, when it was announced that Britain and France
would accept a cease-fire on certain conditions. On 4 November the
Assembly adopted other resolutions by 57 votes to nil, 59 votes to 5,
57 votes to nil, 64 votes to nil and 65 votes to i (Israel). On 5 November
the Government announced that there would be a cease-fire as soon as
Egypt and Israel accepted the Canadian resolution (the first of those
passed by the Assembly on 5 November). On 6 November it was
announced that a cease-fire had been ordered,*and on 3 December, after
the arrival of the United Nations force, it was announced that the
Anglo-French forces would be withdrawn.

As mentioned above, the British Government never accepted the
view that its actions had been dictated by pressure of opinion, but it is
clear that parliamentary questions and debates and an active public
opinion, as well as the pressure of world opinion expressed through the
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